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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  

City of Salinas Recognized for Leadership in 

AgTech – On October 12, the City of Salinas was 

recognized by Greater Sacramento Economic 

Council for the work done by the City of Salinas in 

the AgTech Sector, particularly with the work done 

in bringing the Forbes AgTech Summit to 

Salinas.  Mayor Joe Gunter accepted the Award on 

behalf of the City.  

Barry Broome, President & CEO of the Council stated: 

“Congratulations for successfully bringing together 

leaders from across the national and world to your 

city once again.  The energy, enthusiasm, and 

innovation that framed difficult conversations 

about our country’s future and the role of Food & Ag 

to ensure it is promising was inspiring.  Our 

Delegation was thoroughly impressed by your work 

– for this event, and for your community – and the 

positive economic momentum that you generate for 

Salinas, the Central Valley, and Northern California 

through your leadership day in and day out.” 

Mayor Gunter addressed over 160 attendees at the event at the Robert Mondavi 

Institute for Wine and Food Science at UC Davis and was presented with a 

California Jobs Hero Award.   
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The City of Salinas' economic development strategy has been featured as a case 

study in a report on inclusiveness from the International Economic Development 

Council (IEDC). The Economic Development Element (EDE) of the City's General 

Plan is among the examples studied in the IEDC's "Opportunity for All: Strategies 

for Inclusive Economic Development," which was released at the end of 

September. For additional information, see Attachment 1. 

FIRE  

Firefighters Honor Young Man – To help local charities, the Salinas Fire 

Department (SFD) participated in the Touch the Truck Raffle held back in August, 

and one of the grand prizes was a ride on one of the SFD's ladder trucks. The 

winner of the raffle is 3-year old Izzy from north Salinas. He was treated with a ride 

on the SFD's newest addition to the fleet, Ladder 2 based out of Fire Station No. 5 

in the Creekbridge area. Salinas Fire Chief Edmond Rodriguez couldn't tell who had 

more fun; Izzy or the Truck crew! 

 
Pictured here is Izzy with the crew Ladder 2 "B" Shift. 
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Firefighters keep Fire 

Confined – On Friday, 

October 7th, Salinas 

Police (SPD) and 

Firefighters (SFD) 

responded to a report of 

a vehicle fire in a garage 

in south Salinas and 

found two vehicles in a 

garage fully involved 

with another vehicle in the driveway also burning with a significant gas leak 

extending the fire to residences on both sides. SPD officers helped evacuate the 

nearby residents as firefighters mounted an aggressive attack limiting damage to 

the main house, three vehicles, and minor damage to an adjacent residence. 

Salinas Fire Chief Edmond Rodriguez 

credits the success of this incident to 

the hard work our police and 

firefighters do for the community 

every day. "The teamwork between 

the SPD and the SFD is critical, and I 

am deeply proud of their hard work 

each day," Chief Rodriguez stated. 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT  

 

Connecting with the Community at Ciclovía – This year’s Ciclovía featured 

something for everyone, including a 5k race, art, and even some neighborhood 
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planning! The City is in the first stages of creating a vibrancy plan for the Alisal area, 

and staff from Community Development shared a booth with Neighborhood 

Services at the October 9th event to spread the word and to engage the community 

in the planning process. The Alisal Vibrancy Plan will outline steps to make the 

Alisal a sustainable, safe, healthy and attractive cultural district, driven by the 

community’s vision and recommendations. For pictures and more information 

about this great event, see Attachment 2. 

Code Enforcement Works with Property Owners to Remove Encampments – 

The Code Enforcement Division has recently taken a more active role in addressing 

the issues of homeless encampments on private properties. Code Enforcement 

Officers work closely with property owners and guide them through the process of 

posting the area with appropriate “No Trespassing” signage, vacating the property 

of trespassers, and cleaning up any rubbish that is left behind. 

      
                                    East Menke Street Before               East Menke Street After 

Most recently, Code Enforcement has worked with the owners of properties at East 

Menke Street which is an area associated with recent crime, and Hill Circle to clear 

encampments that proved to be health and safety hazards. After these properties 

were posted, Code Enforcement worked collaboratively with the Salinas Police 
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Department (SPD) and Public Works. SPD alerted people to the fact that they were 

trespassing and assisted them off the property, allowing them to take their 

personal belongings with them. Public Works took care of cleaning up any public 

spaces in the same area. These spaces were cleaned up and property owners plan 

to secure their properties with proper fencing to prevent future encampments. 

PUBLIC WORKS  

Boronda Road Widening Project Status – On December 15, 2015, City 

Council approved a professional services agreement with The Wallace 

Group (Consultant) to analyze, assess, and do preliminary design for the 

Boronda Road widening project.   The consultant is currently completing a 

safety analysis for roundabouts in proximity to schools and an Intersection 

Control Evaluation (ICE) study to determine if constructing roundabouts at 

four Boronda Road intersections (McKinnon, El Dorado, Natividad and 

Independence) with four traffic lanes, is superior in safety and traffic flow 

capacity versus installing traffic signals with six lanes.  The 2002 Salinas 

General Plan identifies Boronda Road as a 6-lane arterial street with bike 

lanes, and traffic signals.   

The project is complex in that it involves dealing with multiple owners and 

must comply with the City’s stormwater development standards (SWDS) 

that ensure design compliance with our current NPDES permit.  The project 

will further require close coordination with agriculture farmers/producers 

in/near the area of construction. The Lowe's development which is gearing 

up to begin construction soon at the Boronda/San Juan Grade Road 

intersection and will also require a well thought out traffic plan to 
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accommodate traffic demands along existing streets through the corridor 

during construction. 

The following is a tentative timeline for the project: 

1. Completion of ICE traffic analysis for the Boronda Road corridor 

(November 2016) 

2.  Commence street widening design (December 2016) 

3.   Complete design and publicly bid the project (fall/winter 2017) 

4.   Begin Construction (spring 2018 to complete late 2018) 

This project is currently funded with $4,213,767 of TFO/traffic fees.  It is 

important to note that additional funds will be needed to fund the total 

Boronda Road widening project (Dartmouth to Independence Blvd).  The 

consultant will include an engineer’s estimate of construction costs with the 

delivery of the ICE study this November.  Traffic Impact fees can only legally 

be used to construct capacity-increasing street and intersection 

improvements to mitigate the traffic impacts created by new development.  

Under the nexus analysis for our TFO, existing deficiencies are the 

responsibility of the City of Salinas since they are generally created by traffic 

from development that has that occurred prior to TFO adoption in 2002. 

See Attachments 3 and 4 for additional information. 

 

cc:  City Counc i l  and Department  Directors  via e -mail  

Attachments 1-4  



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
DATE: October 18, 2016

MEDIA CONTACT: Spencer Critchley CONTACT TITLE: Acting PIO

EMAIL: spencer.critchley@ci.salinas.ca.us PHONE: (831) 998-3000

City plan cited as a model of
inclusive economic development

Salinas, CA -- The City of Salinas' economic development strategy has been featured as a case
study in a report on inclusiveness from the International Economic Development Council (IEDC).

The Economic Development Element (EDE) of the City's General Plan is among the examples
studied in the IEDC's "Opportunity for All: Strategies for Inclusive Economic Development," which
was released at the end of September.  

The EDE was designed using input from all members of the community, including those who are
historically underrepresented. 

As the report notes:

The City of Salinas employed unprecedented, wide-ranging strategies to gain input from 
residents for the Economic Development Element of its general plan. Outreach was
almost  entirely bi-lingual (English/Spanish) - using public meetings, surveys, and social
and mass  media - to ensure that the voices of the city's Hispanic majority were heard.
"The final  product is something we believe everyone can get behind," said Andrew Myrick,
CEcD, the city's  economic development manager.  (Page 17)

The EDE, as part of the larger General Plan, aims to ensure that future economic growth benefits
all of the City's residents by helping them get the skills they need for higher paying jobs in the ag-
tech industry.

The IEDC is "a non-profit, non-partisan membership organization serving economic developers.
With more than 4,500 members, IEDC is the largest organization of its kind."
(www.iedconline.org/web-pages/inside-iedc/iedc-at-a-glance).

The section of the IEDC report that deals with Salinas is temporarily available for download at this
link.

The entire report is available, with a paid subscription, at:
www.iedconline.org/documents/members-only/edrp-report-opportunity-for-all-strategies-for-
inclusive-economic-development.

More information about the City's Economic Development Element is available at:
www.cityofsalinas.org/our-city-services/city-manager/economic-development.

# # #
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City of Salinas
200 Lincoln Ave.

Salinas, CA 93901
www.cityofsalinas.org

City of Salinas Social Media:
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Connecting with the Community at Ciclovía 

This year’s Ciclovía featured something for everyone, including a 5k race, art, and even some 
neighborhood planning! The City is in the first stages of creating a vibrancy plan for the Alisal area 
and staff from Community Development shared a booth with Neighborhood Services at the 
October 9th event to spread the word and to engage the community in the planning process. The 
Alisal Vibrancy Plan will outline steps to make the Alisal a sustainable, safe, healthy and attractive 
cultural district, driven by the community’s vision and recommendations. 

Visitors to the booth were able to participate in various activities related to the plan in both 
English and Spanish. In addition to giving verbal and written feedback, visitors also interacted 
with two maps of the planning area, drawing on one and placing stars where they live, work or 
play in the neighborhood on another. Staff intends to bring this star map to every outreach event 
to record where engagement is coming from and to highlight the most utilized places in East 
Salinas.  

City staff from all departments also held an internal kickoff on October 14th. The kickoff included 
a tour of East Salinas and a working session with department leaders and the consultant team. 
Raimi + Associates, the lead consultant, will now start generating an existing conditions report 
and engagement strategy. Formal community engagement is anticipated to start in early 2017. If 
you want to be a part of the plan or kept up to date on events please contact Lisa Brinton, Senior 
Planner at lisab@ci.salinas.ca.us or 831-775-4239. 

                   
               Residents Noting Where they live/work/play                   Indoor Swapmeet during the kickoff tour 
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