Salinas City Manager’s Newsletter: December 16, 2016

CITY CLERK
Swearing in of Reelected and New City Council Members – At the December 6,
2016, City Council Meeting, the reelected and newly elected members of the
Council were sworn in. Please help us in congratulating Mayor Joe Gunter and
Councilmember Gloria De La Rosa (District 4) on their reelections, as well as
Councilmembers Scott Davis (District 1) and John “Tony” Villegas (District 6) as
new members of the Council.

The Honorable Judge Maldonado
and Mayor Gunter

Evamarie Martinez Salinas Union High
School District Board of Trustees &
Councilmember De La Rosa

Monterey County Supervisor
Luis Alejo & Councilmember
Scott Davis

Noemi Armenta Alisal Union
School District Board of Trustees
& Councilmember Villegas

POLICE
Police Chief Adele Fresé Sworn-In –
The City of Salinas’ Police Chief Adele
Fresé was sworn in on December 2, 2016,
by State Controller Betty Yee. The
ceremony was held at the CSUMB at
Salinas City Center (formerly National
Steinbeck

Center).

The

Chief

was

accompanied by her family, friends, former colleagues from the City of Greenfield,
as well as community members and staff from the City of Salinas.
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City Manager Ray Corpuz and Chief Fresé

Chief Fresé and three of her children

Salinas Police Department Testing ShotSpotter Network – The Salinas Police
Department has recently teamed with ShotSpotter Technologies to help detect
gunshots fired within various locations throughout the City of Salinas. ShotSpotter
uses a network of sensors to detect when a gun is fired and pinpoint the location.
According to the manufacturer: “Within minutes, police are able to send officers to
a potential shooting scene, even if no one calls 911. ShotSpotter picks up the sound
from gunshots on multiple sensors and triangulates the location of the gunfire in
live time. By quickly notifying police, ShotSpotter helps speed police response, has
the potential to save lives, increases weapons-related arrests, and enhances the
safety of our neighborhoods.”
Even with ShotSpotter in place, the community is always encouraged to report
sounds of gunfire.
A ShotSpotter employee along with members of the Salinas Police Department
conducted live fire calibration testing on the evening of Wednesday, December
14. For security reasons the locations of the test fire were not disclosed. Salinas
Police will evaluate the results of the testing and, once the system is approved, will
advise the community when the system is in use.
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FIRE
Salinas Fire Chosen for PG&E Commercial – In the
vast service area of Pacific Gas and Electric Company
(PG&E), they are engaged in filming many commercials
promoting safety and their employees out in various
communities. Of all the communities they serve, PG&E
management chose the City of Salinas to detail the
collaboration on gas and electric safety to film their first commercial featuring a
public safety organization; the Salinas Fire Department.
Filming took place over 2 days in early December and
locations were Fire Station 1 and 3, along with
Natividad Creek Park. In addition, interviews and
separate filming were undertaken at the Salinas
PG&E office on E. Alisal Street. Featured in the
commercial from the fire department are Chief Edmond Rodriguez, Chief Sam
Klemek, Chief Chris Vaughn, Captain Michele Vaughn, and the C Shift crews of
Engine 1, Engine 3, Truck 1, and Truck 2. The commercial should air locally in late
December. This is a great example of the many agencies the fire department works
with on a daily basis to keep our community safe from all hazards and all risks.
Firefighters use Buildings to Train – The Salinas
Fire Department recently used the housing that
was to be demolished from the Monterey County
Housing Authority Development Corporation on E.
Rossi Street in order to help train all firefighters
under the most realistic scenarios. Chief Rodriguez
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reports that all firefighters across each of the 3 shifts rotated through several of the
buildings and practiced forcible entry, roof top ventilation tactics, search and
rescue skills, and hose line advancement through the multi-story buildings. This is
a great opportunity for your firefighters, and it marks the third time the Housing
Authority has been gracious in providing this as an opportunity. Construction of
the new 3 story affordable housing will commence in early Spring of 2017.

Fresh Express Donates Fitness Equipment to the Fire Department – In early
November, one of Salinas' premier agricultural companies, Fresh Express, donated
several new pieces of fitness equipment for City fire stations. The equipment was
in excellent condition and will be placed around the City to help Firefighters stay
in top physical shape for the demands of the profession. The items donated
included:
2 Treadmills
2 Elliptical machines
1 Stationary bike
1 Set of dumbbells and rack

1 set of medicine balls and rack
2 inflatable exercise balls
1 fitness scale
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Chief Rodriguez wishes to acknowledge this kind act from Fresh Express on behalf
of the entire Salinas Fire Department family.
LIBRARY AND COMMUNITY SERVICES
Saturday Night Teen Program at the Shark Tank – On December 10th,
Recreation Staff took 90 youth from the Saturday Night
Teen Programs at Breadbox, Hebbron, and the
Firehouse to San Jose to watch the San Jose Sharks vs.
Carolina Hurricanes. This was a new experience for
most of the youth, and it was a very exciting game.
The San Jose Sharks scored a goal 12 second into the first
period of the game. The score went back and forth but in the
end, the Sharks won. Transportation, food, drink, and
entrance to the game was all provided free of charge to the
participants. Everyone received a Sharks/Giants mashup
Jersey as they entered the SAP Arena. At the conclusion of the game, all of our
participants were invited on the ice for a group photo at center ice.
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Joint Teen Night – On December 3rd, Breadbox, Firehouse, and Hebbron Family
Center had a joint Teen Night at the Salinas Recreation Center. Over 50 teens
enjoyed a variety of activities including volleyball, basketball, dodgeball, pool,
shuffle board, foosball, ping pong, and PlayStation 4. We also had two arts & crafts;
popsicle stick snowflakes and sled ornaments. The event was catered by Taste of
Mexico and included tacos, burritos, and super nachos.
Recreation Centers Open Extended Hours During Winter Break – With the
holidays coming and the kids out of school, what's a parent to do? The Recreation
& Community Services Division will be offering a variety of exciting
activities. Beginning December 19, 2016, through January 6, 2017, our 5
recreation centers will be open with extended hours. We will be providing arts &
crafts, board games, table games, pool, foosball, tablets and gaming for all ages. The
sites and times are as follows:
SITE

TIMES

BREADBOX REC CENTER

1pm – 8pm

EL DORADO PARK

12pm – 4pm

CENTRAL PARK

12pm – 4pm

FIREHOUSE REC CENTER

1pm – 530pm

HEBBRON FAMILY CENTER

12pm – 530pm

For more information, please call the Rec Center at 758-7306.
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Inclusionary Housing Ordinance Update – As part of the City’s 2015-23 General
Plan Housing Element update, the City Council authorized an update to the existing
Inclusionary Housing Ordinance as part of the effort to address the City’s housing
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challenges. The City’s existing Ordinance was adopted in 2005 (Ordinance No.
2451) and requires housing developers to include a specified percentage of low
and moderate-income housing in new residential developments. Council approved
the selection of a Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) to serve as the
recommendation committee regarding the Ordinance update.
The TAC has met several times during the course of 2016 and has provided
proposed recommendations regarding the Ordinance update. Council held a
housing study session on November 1, 2016,
which provided an overview of the proposed
changes to the Ordinance. The next steps
regarding the Ordinance update is to hold an
additional TAC meeting and additional public
meetings for the Planning Commission,
CDBG/Housing

Sub-Committee,

Council before final adoption.

and

City
Tresor Family Apartments has 16 inclusionary units

City Council Unanimously Voted to Move
Forward with Chinatown Revitalization
Plan – On August 30, 2016, the City released a
Request for Proposals (RFP) seeking a
qualified firm to prepare the Chinatown
Revitalization Plan. Four proposals were received from Placeworks, Gensler, MIG
Inc., and Home Base. The proposals were distributed to a ten-member rating and
ranking panel consisting of staff, as well as community stakeholders and residents,
for review. The MIG Inc. and PlaceWorks proposals were selected as the top-two
by the panel, and those firms were invited to an oral interview/community
meeting on November 4, 2016, at the Salinas Buddhist Temple.
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MIG emerged as the preferred consultant as it had the highest combined score of
the written proposal and the oral interview. On November 29th, City Council
unanimously approved the resolution to move forward with the Chinatown
Revitalization Plan and authorized the City to enter into an agreement for
professional services with MIG Inc.
City Celebrates Opening of Dai-Ichi Village Housing Development – City
housing staff joined Mayor Gunter and Councilmember De La Rosa at the opening
of Dai-Ichi Village on November 17, 2016. Dai-Ichi Village is part of the four-phase
Haciendas housing development project from the Monterey County Housing
Development Corporation (HDC). For additional information on this new
development, see Attachment 1.
cc:

Ci t y C ou nc i l an d D e pa r tm ent D ir ec t ors vi a e - m ail

At t ac hm en t 1
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City Celebrates Opening of Dai-Ichi Village Housing Development
City housing staff joined Mayor Gunter and Councilmember De La Rosa at the opening of Dai-Ichi Village
on November 17, 2016. Dai-Ichi Village is part of the four-phase Haciendas housing development project
from the Monterey County Housing Development Corporation (HDC). Haciendas Senior (Dai-Ichi Village)
is the third phase of the planned four-phase project focused on the removal and rehabilitation of
deteriorated housing and consists of 41 units out of a total 190 units to be rebuilt on the existing site. The
development is revitalizing the existing neighborhood and inspiring change within the community and in
Chinatown. In honor of this new development being the first affordable housing development in Salinas’
Japantown, Paul Davis Architects named the building Dai-Ichi Village which means “the first” in Japanese.
The City added $356,466 in federal HOME funds to the project.
The site utilizes solar energy to offset all common area power usage, as well as providing power to a
portion of the tenants’ usage and exceeds the California Energy Commission’s efficiency standards by
17.5%. It is also Green Point rated at 125 and Energy Star Certified. Amenities include a Community Center,
on-site laundry facilities, two computer labs, and senior-related resident services. The opening ceremony
also included Starla Warren, HDC’s President/CEO; Tom Espinoza, HDC Board of Directors; Gerard Windt,
Division Director, HUD Public Housing; Luis Alejo, State Assemblyman; and Eric Leimbach, Representative
of Wells Fargo Bank. The total cost of the development was $12,555,335.

Dai-Ichi Village Opening Celebration

